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Introduction to American Politics is a public elective course that takes students on a journey
to explore American politics. This introductory course, grounded in a wealth of detailed
data and scientific research methods, focuses on elucidating the core theories and concepts
of the American government and politics, and further extends to China-U.S. relations. It
consists of four modules—foundations, institutions, behavior, and policy. Specifically, we
will critically examine the constitutional foundations of the American government and
federalism, scientifically analyze American elections, further introduce the presidency,
Congtress, courts, and bureaucracy, and finally, cover several heatedly-discussed policy
issues. Throughout the course, we aim to make sense of American politics and what it
portends for future governance and international relations. More importantly, this course
offers students multiple perspectives on western political institutions, in order to build a
Community with a Shared Future for Mankind.
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William Howell and Terry Moe. 2016. Re/ze: How Our Constitution Undermines Effective
Government and Why We Need a More Powerful Presidency. Introduction.
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Eric Oliver. 2012. Local Elections and the Politics of Small-Scale Democracy. Introduction.
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Matt Grossmann and David A. Hopkins. 2016. Asymmetric Politics: Ideological
Republicans and Group Interest Democrats. Chapter 2.
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- William Howell, “Executives: The American Presidency,” In S. Binder, R. Rhodes,
and B. Rockman (eds), Handbook of Political Institutions, Oxford University Press,
2006.

Be6H (3.27): EL

P2k BB AR BE? o KA A2 Qo) B AR [ = R AT 8 ?
M2 R GG E? AN KT B 2RSS .

S5 [ 1L
- David Mayhew. 1974. Congress: The Electoral Connection. Chapter 1.
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- Theodore Lowi, Benjamin Ginsberg, Kenneth Shepsle, and Stephen
Ansolabehere. 2010. American Government: Power and Purpose. 11™ Edition. Chapter
8.
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- David E. Lewis and Terry M. Moe, “The Presidency and the Bureaucracy: The
Levers of Presidential Control.” In Michael Nelson, ed., The Presidency and the
Political System.
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- Theodore Lowi, Benjamin Ginsberg, Kenneth Shepsle, and Stephen
Ansolabehere. 2010. American Government: Power and Purpose. 11™ Edition. Chapter
10.

FENRA 5.1): EHFEHRER
12 (5.8): S5

%6 RO A R BEEE? AT AR AR R ? A4 & A RS 5) RN 2
AR R E®RROBOES S, HIEERBEENTE, A8 m R
EIRARGI e

S35 [ 1L

- Alan S. Gerber, Donald P. Green and Christopher W. Larimer. 2008. “Social
Pressure and Voter Turnout: Evidence from a Large-scale Field Experiment.”
American Political Science Review 102 (1): 1-48.
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- William G. Jacoby. 2010. “The American Voter.” In The Oxford Handbook of
American Elections and Political Behavior, edited by Jan E. Leighley, 262-277.



- Andrew Healy and Gabriel Lenz. 2014. “Substituting the End for the Whole: Why
Voters Respond Primarily to the Election-Year Economy.” American Journal of
Political Science 58(1):31-47.
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- Nolan McCarty. 2019. Polarization: What Everyone Needs to Know. Chapter 2.
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